
,{T WAS a swelt ided.
Johnny Winter had, the
kind that restores.faith to' the tnre believcrs: lust :

. tour out to San Francrsco
in his new mobile home
and play unannounced
s€ts at Thc Orphanage
end The Keystone Bc-
rkelcy, s-n.g vcmres by
any standards

-.: -The Beaumont Ace
.was.,here a few months
r back for a packed-house
concert at Winterland,
reeling and charging thd .

stage in lacy-white leather
as part of his 'I've been
burnt out but I made it
through alive,'- comeback
tour.

It was one of those over-
slated tsplays that bring on
1J-r4y Garland at Cariegie
Ha.ll' .vibes; some obligatory

, These latest sets were t<i be
anothel item altogether. Having
paid his dues on the cavernous
hall circuit, Johnny wanted to
return to play with some local '

friends at clubs that would just
accommodate Winterland's
backstage crowd.

Winter got in touch with Pet-
er Kaukonen (brother to Jor-
ma) and lead guitarist with the

Adom Block
l.slNrRANCrSCO
.'...."

norr.ddunct Black Kangaroo,'to play bass, and brought Ri-
chard Hughes, from the.last J. .

, Winter disc.-'Still Alive And
Well," 

- 
with him to drum.

:.; They dubbed tlie group AIbi-'
- no.. Kangaroo and agreed to

forego. publicity for the gigs.
- Foth club owners apparently

had other ideas. and after word
got out, and the Keystonels
ownei bumped up his price
Winter was quite angry.

"I told the owner, 'you've
ripped us off and the people
who paid to s€e us, and.I don't .
like you but we'll play anywayl

Johnny explained: "I came to
San Francisco because there -

.are a lot of small clubs around
that we could play in, but so flar .

people have just taken advan-
tage of us: See, people bome in
and have to pay 4.00 dollars
and then they think its me that's
makin' them pay it, and I don't
want that.

"I wantedrit so the band
didn't have to be great. Clubs
can be a lot of fun because I
can get better communication
with the audience and people
pay loss.

"At concerts and rock-n-roll
shows people don't come for

num sheaf of hair. running off
his shoulders, sporting a whispy
moustache and beard- 1

Kaukonen's solid bass, and
. Hughe's clean percussion soon
r had Winter loosening into the
soaring lluid , riffs which
brought him from backwoods
Texan obscurity to internation-
al pop star status in the flash ol
a six-figure contract.
. A_s the group played, pas-
sers-by stopped in the street and
a crowd gatiered outside the
window, surprised in an audial
double-take by that speed and
grace, issued from such unexoec

,7rh,V h/,',k,

.-l

It -was L fine set, nothing
you'd want to bootleg for thE ..'
ultimate archieves, but with
most.flash concerts the irritat- l
ing drag they are' it was a real
treat to catch a taleft like Wint- . ,

er in such comfortable sur- "
roundings, and, in the face of 

"inconsiderate blub-owners, I'd
like to thank the old bov for the
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grace, issued
ted ouarters-

un€xpec-
quart€rs.
Without any wall of amplili-
,, it was iust Johnnv Winterers, it.was just Johnn

doins what he knows 6
ers, tt was Just Jonnny wmter
doing what he knows 6est. ' ,

The group played a solid'
hour-and-a-half, moving
through "Jumpin Jack Flash".
"Dust My Broom". and

l


